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Sufi Inquiries and Interpretations
of Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (d. 412/1021)
and a Treatise of Traditions by
Isma‘ll b. Nujayd al-Naysaburi (d. 366/976-7)

1) Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami and Isma‘il b. Nujayd

This edition of Arabic texts falls into two parts.' The first part presents Sufi
inquiries (rnasa’il) into mystical topics and interpretations (fa'wilat) of qur’anic
verses in early Sufi writings, compiled by Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-
Husayn al-Sulami (d. 412/1021). The second part consists of a small but valuable
treatise on prophetic traditions (Juz’ min ahadith), collected by Sulami’s maternal
grandfather and teacher, Aba ‘Amr Isma‘il b. Nujayd al-Naysabitiri (d. 366/976-7).
All the treatises of Sulami included in this volume are published here for the first
time and that of Ibn Nujayd is included because of its intrinsic importance and
relative inaccessibility.”> Our introduction to the recent publication of five of

1) In this introduction we have adopted standard American usage as found in American English
dictionaries for the spelling of Arabic or Persian places and terms. The exceptions to this rule are
«Qur’an» and «qur’anic» for Koran and Koranic. Likewise, the word «Hadith» has been capitalized
without italics. Journal titles are abbreviated following J. D. Pearson, Index Islamicus, London 1958.
EI2 stands for the new edition of The Encyclopedia of Islam (ed. H.A.R. Gibb et al.), Leiden 1960-
2002, Elran for the Encyclopedia Iranica (ed. E. Yarshater), vols. 1-14, New York 1985-ongoing, and
EQ for Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an (ed. J.D. McAuliffe), 6 vols., Leiden 2001-06. GAL stands for C.
Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur, 2nd ed., vol. 1-2, Leiden 1943-49; supplement
volumes 1-3, Leiden 1937-42, and GAS for F. Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, vol.
1-9, Leiden 1964-84. The sign # is used for the paragraphs that refer to the Arabic text, indepen-
dently from page numbers. The «K.» stands for «Kitab» in book titles, «c.» refers to chapter, and «f.»
or «ff.» refer to folio or folios.

2) We discovered another version of Ibn Nujayd’s Juz’ min ahadith only after the Arabic text of
this volume had gone to the press. This version is included in the large assemblage of ajza’ compiled
by Abt ‘Amr ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Muhammad b. Yahya b. Mandah al-‘Abdi
al-Isbahani (d. 475/1082, see Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, (ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at and others), 25
vols. Beirut 1401/1981-1409/1988, 18, 440-2; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam
Tadmuri), 52 vols., Beirut 1407/1987-1421/2000, [yrs. 471-80], 139-40). This two-volume collection,
entitled al-Fawa'’id, was edited by Khalaf Mahmid ‘Abd al-Sami‘ and published in two volumes by
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiya, Beirut 1423/2002. The edition of this collection is based on MS Dar al-
Kutub al-Misriya 349 ‘umumi, 1588 khustisi, which bears no date. The editor provided source=

9



10 Sufi Inquiries and Interpretations

Sulami’s Sufi treatises, entitled Rasa’il siifiya, discusses Sulami as an author in
great detail.® For this reason, the present introduction presents only brief
biographical data about Sulami but deals more extensively with the life of Isma‘il
b. Nujayd and his role as Sulami’s teacher.

a) Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami

Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Misa b.
Khalid b. Salim b. Zawiya b. Sa‘ld b. Qabisa b. Sarraq al-Azdi al-Sulami al-
Naysabiiri was a well-known Sufi historian and traditionist (muhaddith). He was
born at Nishapur (Khurasan, Iran) in 325/937 or 330/942, belonged to the tribe of
the Azd on his father’s side and to that of the Sulaym on his mother’s. He died in
the same city in 412/1021.* When Sulami’s father, al-Husayn b. Muhammad b.
Missa al-Azdi, who instructed him in his early youth, left Nishapur to settle at
Mecca, Sulamr’s education was entrusted to the custodianship of his maternal
grandfather, Aba ‘Amr Isma‘ll b. Nujayd b. Ahmad b. Yasuf b. Khalid al-Sulami
al-Naysaburi (d. 366/976-7).7 The latter was a disciple of Abi ‘Uthman Sa‘id b.
Isma‘l al-Hiri (d. 298/910), a pivotal representative of the ascetic tradition of
Nishapur and a scholar of Shafi‘i law.® There is no doubt that Isma‘l b. Nujayd
became Sulamf’s first significant teacher.

Sulami was formally initiated into Sufism and granted a teaching certificate

=references for each Hadith statement but provided no identifications of its narrators or analysis of
its textual transmission. As with the version published here, the Arabic text of Ibn Nujayd’s Juz’ min
ahadith included in al-Fawa’id (1, 321-50) is based on the transmission of Aba Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad
b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Masrir al-Mawardi al-Naysabari (d. 448/1056) who is stated to have
transmitted the text in 445/1053. The chain of narrators cited in al-Fawa’id (1, 321) separates, ho-
wever, from the chain that introduces the Arabic text in this volume after Abu I-Hasan al-Mu’ayyad
b. Muhammad al-Tasi (d. 617/1220), on whose ijaza it relies. It ends eventually with ‘A’isha bt. ‘Ali b.
Muhammad al-‘Asqalani, the grand-daughter of Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Qa-
lanisi (d. 765/1364, see Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani Ahmad b. ‘Ali, al-Durar al-kamina, 4 vols, Hyderabad,
4, 235)

3) Sulami, Rasa’il siifiya li-Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (ed. G. Bowering and B. Orfali), Dar
el-Machreq, Beirut 2009, 9-30.

4) Sulamf’s life and work have been examined in G. Béwering, «The Qur’an Commentary of al-
Sulami,» in W.B. Hallaq and D.P. Little (eds.), Islamic Studies Presented to Charles J. Adams, Leiden
1991, 41-56; see also, G. Bowering, «al-Sulami,» EI2, 9, 811-2; for a general survey of Sulami’s life
and work see, L. Berger, Geschieden von allem ausser Gott, Hildesheim — Ziirich — New York, 1998;
for documentation from Arabic primary sources, see Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 461/1073), Ta'rikh
Baghdad, 14 vols., Cairo 1349/1931, 2, 248-9 (nr. 717); Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 247-
55; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 401-20), 304-7, with additional references.

5) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146-8; Dhahabi, Ta rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 335-7, with
additional references.

6) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 14, 62-6; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 291-300), 149-53,
with additional references; see also, R. Gramlich, Alte Vorbilder des Sufitums. Erster Teil : Scheiche
des Ostens, Wiesbaden 1996, 175-241.
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(ijaza) by the Hanafi judge Abu Sahl Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Su‘laki (296/
909-369/980), a learned teacher and leading personality of Nishapur since 337/
949.7 His full accreditation as a Sufi, however, Sulami received from Abu 1-Qasim
Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Nasrabadhi (d. 367/977-8), a Shafi‘l scholar of Hadith®
who had become a Sufi at the hands of Abt Bakr Dulaf b. Jahdar al-Shibli (d.
334/946)° at Baghdad in 330/942. After many years of traveling, Nasrabadhi
returned to his native Nishapur in 340/951 where, some time later, he invested
Sulami with the Sufi mantle (khirga)."” An avid student of Hadith, Sulami
traveled widely throughout Khurasan and Iraq in search of knowledge, visiting
Marv and Baghdad for extended periods of time. He journeyed as far as the
Hejaz, but apparently visited neither Syria nor Egypt.!! His travels climaxed in a
pilgrimage to Mecca, performed in 366/976 in the company of Nasrabadhi, who
died shortly after the hajj.'>

When Sulami returned to Nishapur about 368/977-8, his maternal grandfa-
ther, Isma‘il b. Nujayd, had passed away, leaving Sulami his extensive library. This
library became the center of the Sufi lodge (duwayra) that Sulami established in
his quarter of the town, the Sikkat al-Nawand. There he spent the remaining forty
years of his life as a resident scholar, probably visiting Baghdad on a number of
occasions. Already as a teenager, Sulami began copying the writings of Hadith
scholars in 333/944-5 and then set out to compile his own works from about 355/
966 onward. He was to become the most prolific compiler of Sufi literature in the
first four centuries of Islam.'* The scope of his works embraced numerous
writings on Sufi customs (sunan al-siifiya), Sufi hagiography (fabaqat al-siifiya)
and Sufi Quran commentary (tafsir al-siifiya)."* By his later years Sulami had
become highly respected throughout Khurasan as a teacher of Hadith, a Shafi‘i
man of learning, and the leading authority of his time on the doctrines and
practices of the Sufis."

7) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 235-9; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 423-6.,
with additional references.

8) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 263-7, Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 367-71,
with additional references.

9) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 15, 367-9; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 331-50), 116-20,
with additional references; R. Gramlich, Alte Vorbilder des Sufitums. Erster Teil : Scheiche des Wes-
tens, Wiesbaden 1995, 513-665.

10) ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jami, Nafahat al-uns min hadarat al-quds, ed. M. Tawhidi Par, Tehran
1336, 311.

11) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 249.

12) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 249.

13) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 17, 247.

14) For a list of his works, see Sulami, Rasa’il sifiya, 13-28.

15) For documented details on Sulami’s biography, see Béwering, The Qur’an Commentary of
al-Sulami, 41-56.
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The Arabic text for the present edition of Sulami’s Sufi Inquiries and
Interpretations (Masa’il wa-ta’wilat siifiya) can be found in MS Muhammad Ibn
Sa‘tid 2118, which was copied in Samarqand in the year 474/1081. The manuscript
is preserved in the library of the University Muhammad Ibn Sa‘ad (Maktabat
Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad b. Sa‘dd) of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. A detailed
description of this collective manuscript can be found in G. Bowering, Two early
Sufi manuscripts, in JSAI 31 (2006), 219-231. The Arabic texts of Sulami’s
Inquiries (masa’il) may be located as follows: Mas’ala fi gawa‘id al-tasawwuf wa-
mabaniha is found on ff. 32b-37a, that of Mas’alat ma’iyat al-faqr wa-adabihi on ff.
60a-63b, that of Mas’alat al-haya’ on ff. 38b-42b, that of Mas’alat al-firasa on
tf. 98b-106a, that of Dhamm takabbur al-‘ulama’ on ff. 67a-73b, that of Fusil fi
nasthat al-umara’ wa l-wuzara’ on ff. 63b-67a, and that of Dhikr mihan al-
mashayikh al-siifiya on ff. 79a-88b. The Arabic texts of Sulami’s Interpretations
(ta’wilat), are found on ff. 208b-216b and 219a-220a.

b) Isma‘il b. Nujayd

Isma‘l b. Nujayd, Sulam1’s maternal grandfather and first teacher receives
scant treatment in the biographical sources on Sufi mystics and Shafi‘1 scholars of
Islamic law. The earliest Sufi source to quote the name of Isma‘il b. Nujayd is the
K. al-luma‘ of Abt Nasr al-Sarraj, which introduces three of its chapters with Sufi
statements of Abt “‘Uthman al-Hiri (d. 298/910), each of them narrated by Isma‘il
b. Nujayd.'® For the core of biographical information on Isma‘il b. Nujayd,
however, two source strands can be identified as significant. One of them is
Sulami, who included a biographical note on his maternal grandfather in his
Tabagqat al-siifiya, a work on Sufi hagiographies.'” The other is Aba ‘Abdallah
Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah al-Naysabiri, known as al-Hakim (d. 405/1014), who
studied Hadith with Isma‘il b. Nujayd. His biographical information on Isma‘il b.
Nujayd, however, cannot be traced in any of al-Hakim’s works that have been
published to date. Nevertheless, a part of this biographical information is
included in later sources, two of them in particular, al-Muntazam fi ta’rikh al-
umam wa [-muliik, the history of the ‘Abbasid caliphate compiled by Ibn al-Jawzi
(d. 597/1200),'® and Tabagat al-shafiiya al-kubra, the great biographical
dictionary of ShafiT men of learning, compiled by Taj al-Din Subki (d. 771/

16) Sarraj, Aba Nasr ‘Abdallah b. ‘Ali, Kitab al-luma‘ (ed. R.A. Nicholson), Leiden-London
1914, 103 (c. 50), 208 (c. 87), 277 (c. 98); (ed. ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmud and Taha al-Baqi Surir),
Cairo 1380/1960, 144 (c. 50), 279 (c. 87), 349 (c. 98); Gramlich, Richard, Schlaglichter iiber das Sufi-
tum, Stuttgart 1990, 175 (c. 50), 320 (c. 87), 405 (c. 98).

17) Sulami, Tabagat al-siifiya (ed. J. Pedersen), Leiden 1960, 476-80; (ed. Nar al-Din Shurayba),
Cairo 1389/1969, 21986, 454-7. The editions of Pedersen and Shurayba include extensive introduc-
tions to Sulam’s life and work. Both are cited in this introduction because there are some textual
variants between these two texts. For earlier research on Sulami’s Tabagat al-siifiya see also, H.
Ritter, Oriens 7 (1954), 397-9.
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1370). More comprehensive and detailed biographical information on Isma‘il b.
Nujayd is included in Tarikh al-Islam and Siyar a‘lam al-nubald’, the great
historical and biographical works of Dhahabi (d. 748/1348), who bases his
biographical information for Isma‘l b. Nujayd on a combination of source
material traced back principally to both Sulami and al-Hakim.

In his Tabaqgat al-siifiya, Sulami cites Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s full name as Aba
‘Amr Isma‘il b. Nujayd b. Ahmad b. Yasuf b. Khalid al-Sulami and presents him
as a disciple of Abt ‘Uthman Sa‘id b. Isma‘l al-Hiri (d. 298/910), the pivotal
authority for the Sufi tradition of Nishapur who was also a Shafi1 scholar of
Hadith. In fact, so Sulami observes, Isma‘il b. Nujayd was the last of HirT’s great
disciples to die, outliving all the others. In his youth, Isma‘il b. Nujayd had met
(lagiya) Junayd (d. 297/910 or 298/911), the great Sufi master of Iraq, in Baghdad,
the ‘Abbasid capital city of the Islamic empire. Back in Nishapur, he became
known as one who followed a unique and solitary Sufi practice (tariga) that was
marked by talbis al-hal wa-sawn al-waqt, concealing his spiritual experiences from
the view of others and keeping the insights of his spiritual moments privately to
himself. Sulamf illustrates Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Sufi experience and thought with a
small selection of his sayings,'”” adds a note about his date of death® and
highlights his transmission of Hadith on the authority of trustworthy chains of
narrators.”’ For Isma‘l b. Nujayd’s death the sources cite two slightly different
dates. In his Tabaqat al-siifiya, Sulami records the year 366/976-7.%* In his Siyar
a‘lam al-nubala’, Dhahabi states that Isma‘il b. Nujayd was born in the year 272/
885-6 and died in the month of Rabi‘ I of the year 365/975, adding that Isma‘il b.
Nujayd was 93 years old when he died. Dhahabi, however, does not cite a source
for this death date. There is only a small time difference between these two dates,
and thus for the present analysis, only the death date given by Sulami, i.e. 366-
976-7, will be taken into account.

Later authors recorded additional information about the course of Isma‘il b.
Nujayd’s life. In his Risala, Qushayri (d. 465/1072) reports that Isma‘il b. Nujayd
originally became Hirt’s disciple and followed his Sufi way of life. Then it

18) Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200), al-Muntazam fi ta’rikh al-umam wa I-muliik, 14 vols, Beirut 1412/
1992, 14, 248-9 (nr. 2727).

19) Sulami, Tabagat al-siifiya (ed. Pedersen), 477-80; (ed. Shurayba), 454-7.

20) In Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, Dhahabi quotes a slightly different date of his death and mentions
the advanced age at which Isma‘il b. Nujayd died, stating with apparent precision, «Ibn Nujayd died
in Rabi‘ I of the year 365/975, at the age of ninety-three» (Siyar a‘lam al-nubald’, 16, 148).

21) Sulami, Tabagqat al-siifiya (ed. Pedersen), 476; (ed. Shurayba), 454.

22) Sulami, Tabagqat al-sifiya (ed. Pedersen), 476-80; (ed. Shurayba), 454-7. This section of Su-
lam’s work has been copied almost entirely in the Sufi hagiography, Manaqib al-abrar wa-mahdsin
al-akhyar fi Tabaqat al-siifiya (ed. Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah, 2 vols, Beirut 1427/2006, 2, 171-3) by al-
Husayn b. Nasr al-Mawsili (d. 552/1157), known as Ibn Khamis, who does not add any new informa-
tion to his entry on Isma‘il b. Nujayd.
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happened that their relationship cooled and Isma‘il b. Nujayd tried to avoid his
master’s company. One day, however, so the story goes, Hirl caught up with him
and encouraged him to trust him again with the words, do not follow someone
who loves you only when you have no sin. At this, Isma‘il b. Nujayd repented and
again became his disciple.?® Hir’s words directed at Isma‘il b. Nujayd are already
quoted in the Kitab al-luma‘ of Abu Nasr al-Sarraj but are not framed by the
accompanying anecdote.”* While Sulami and Qushayri record the Sufi features of
Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s life, al-Hakim attests to the social circumstances of his family.

Quoting Aba ‘Abdallah al-Hakim (d. 405/1014) as the source, Ibn al-Jawzi,
Subki and Dhahabi emphasize the great wealth Isma‘l b. Nujayd possessed,
having inherited it from his affluent forebears and spending whatever remained
of it for ascetics (zuhhad) and scholars of religion (‘ulama’).>> On al-Hakim’s
authority they also refer to an incident, where Hiri encountered great difficulty in
collecting sufficient funds for the construction or support of a fortified frontier
outpost (thughiir)®® and, realizing his teacher’s predicament, Isma‘l b. Nujayd
came to his rescue. The story has it that Abd ‘Amr (i.e. [sma‘il b. Nujayd) brought
a bag of two thousand silver pieces (dirham) to Hirt after dark. Hiri accepted it
but made this gift public in one of his teaching session, wishing blessings on
Isma‘l b. Nujayd. On this revelation, the latter had to confess before the people
of the town that he had taken the money from his mother’s estate against her will.
So, Hirl ordered that the bag be given back to Isma‘il b. Nujayd to return it to his
mother. When night came, however, Isma‘il b. Nujayd brought the bag of money
to HirT’s house and gave it to him in secret. At this, Hirl broke out in tears and
proclaimed, «I am aghast at Aba ‘Amr’s zeal.»*’

23) Qushayri, Abu 1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Karim b. Hawazin, al-Risala al-qushayriya (ed. ‘Abd al-Ha-
Iim Mahmid and Mahmad b. Sharif), Cairo 1968, 209-10; R. Gramlich, Das Sendschreiben Al-Quay-
ris tiber das Sufitum, Wiesbaden 1989, 148-9 (c. 3, 10).

24) Sarraj, K. al-luma‘, 208. The same words are cited by Abt Hayyan al-Tawhidi, al-Sadaga wa
l-sadiq (ed. Ibrahim al-Kilani, Damascus 1964, 35), however, as directed to Hirl by Abu Hafs al-
Haddad (d. ca. 265/878-9). In his Kashf al-mahjib, Hujwirl embellishes the story and has Isma‘il
b. Nujayd state: «As a novice, I repented in the assembly-room of Abu ‘Uthman al-Hirl and per-
severed in my repentance for some while. Then I fell into sin and left the society of that spiritual
director, and whenever I saw him from afar my remorse caused me to flee from his sight. One day I
met him unexpectedly. He said to me: ‘O son, do not associate with your enemies unless you are
sinless, for an enemy will see your faults and rejoice. If you must sin, come to us that we may bear
your affliction.” On hearing his words, I felt surfeited with sin and my repentance was established.»
(Hujwiri, Kashf al-mahjib, ed. V. Zukowsky, Tehran 1336, 384; transl. R.A. Nicholson, The Kashf al-
mahjib. The oldest Persian Treatise on Sufism, London 1959, 298).

25) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 147, Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 336.

26) For the close connection between a frontier outpost (thaghr, pl. thughiir) and Sufi dwelling
places (khanaqah), see G. Bowering and M. Melvin-Khoushki, «Khanaqah», Elran (ed. E. Yarsha-
ter), vol. 16 (forthcoming).

27) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146-7; Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 336.
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In addition, Dhahabi lists a number of scholars from whom Isma‘il b. Nujayd
received instruction in Nishapur. He enumerates among others, Aba Muslim
Ibrahim b. ‘Abdallah b. Muslim b. Ma‘iz b. al-Muhajir al-Basri al-Kajji (d. 292/
904), Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abdallah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 290/903), Abu
‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Ayyub b. Yahya b. Durays al-Bajali al-Razi (d. 294/904),
Abi ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Sa‘id b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Abdi al-
Biushanji (d. 290-1/903), Aba Ishaq Ibrahim b. Abi Talib Muhammad b. Nah b.
‘Abdallah (or, ‘Abdan) b. Khalid al-Naysaburi al-Muzaki (d. 295/908), Abu I-
Hasan ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. al-Junayd al-Nakh‘1 al-Razi (d. 291/904) and Abu
Muhammad Ja‘far b. Ahmad b. Nasr al-Naysaburi al-Hasiri (d. 303/915-6).
Among his students, Dhahabi lists Isma‘ill b. Nujayd’s grandson, Abu ‘Abd al-
Rahman Muhammad b. al-Husayn al-Sulami (d. 412/1021), Aba ‘Abdallah al-
Hakim Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b. Hamduwayh b. Nu‘aym b. al-
Hakam al-Dabbi al-Tahmani al-Naysabari (d. 403/1012-3), Aba Nasr Ahmad b.
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Saffar, Abua Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Hamdan b. Muhammad
b. Hamdan al-Nasrty1 al-Naysabur (d. 433/1041), Aba Manstr ‘Abd al-Qahir b.
Tahir al-Usali al-Baghdadi (d. 429/1038), Abt Nasr ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b.
Qatada, Abu I-‘Ala’ Sa‘id b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Abdallah al-Qadi al-
Ustuwa’1l al-Naysabari (d. 431-2/1040), Aba Nasr Muhammad b. ‘Abdash and
Aba Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Masrtr al-Naysabari (d.
448/1057).>® Both the teachers and students of Isma‘il b. Nujayd pursued the
study of Hadith and none of them, except his grandson, made a name in Sufi
literature, indicating that Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s major influence lay within the field
of Hadith. Furthermore, the primary sources do not mention titles of any of
Isma‘l b. Nujayd’s written works. What has remained of his writings appears to
be the collection of ahadith published in the second part of this edition.

2) The Inquiries (Masa’il) of Sulami

It is appropriate to begin the listing of Sulami’s inquiries, published in the
present volume, with Mas’ala fi qawa ‘id al-tasawwuf wa-mabaniha (#1-42). In the
introduction to this short inquiry into the principles of Sufism and their
foundations (#1), Sulami is explicitly cited as its author. He compares the Sufis
(al-sifiya) to «the People of the Bench» (ahl al-saffa), the «poor of the
emigrants» (fuqara’ al-muhajirin) who came with Muhammad to Medina during
his hijra from Mecca to Medina, the city of the Prophet, in 1/622. These «People
of the Bench» stayed loyally close to him and were ready to follow his command
as they sat patiently on a bench at the threshold of Muhammad’s mosque in
Medina. Their loyalty is compared to that of the Sufis, who keep equally close to
the Prophet. With the help of sayings by a number of Sufis, Junayd (d. 297/910 or

28) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146; Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 336.
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298/911) in particular, the spiritual meaning of Sufism (al-fasawwuf) is defined as
consisting in purity of heart and integrity of character (#2-5). Turning to the
main distinguishing marks of Sufism in the bulk of the text, Sulami outlines ten
foundational principles, one after the other, implying an order of gradation in
which the subsequent ideal is the result of the previous one (#6-42). Inasmuch as
possible, he cites qur’anic verses or prophetical traditions for each principle to
undergird his arguments, and follows up with a selection of Sufi sayings coined
predominantly by early masters of the 3"/9'" century.

Beginning this inquiry, Sulami affirms, first (#6-11), the ideal of «poverty»
(fagr) as one of the foundational principles of Sufism. Second (#12-16), he
upholds the principle of «trust in God» (tawakkul) as the logical consequence of
the practice of poverty. Third (#17-20), he finds in «servitude» (‘ubiidiya) the
practical ideal of the Sufis who have freed themselves for God’s service in
emulation of the Prophet. Fourth (#21-25), he comments on the principle of
«sincerity» (ikhlas) before God in thought, word and deed. Fifth (#26-30), he
sees in «knowledge of God» (ma'ifa) a defining characteristic of Sufism and
describes the Sufi as a true ‘@rif, one who possesses knowledge of God. Sixth
(#31-34), Sulami lists «love of God» (mahabba) and shows, seventh (#35-36),
that it leads to «longing for God» (shawq) and, eighth (#37-38), to «intimacy with
God» (uns). Ninth (#39-40), he cites «listening to music» (samd°) in which state
the Sufi achieves the height of spiritual insights. Finally, tenth (#41) Sulami
stresses proper Sufi attitudes and practical conduct that should accompany the
spiritual foundations of Sufism, ending with a short prayer (#42).

The second of Sulami’s inquiries into the nature of Sufism is his Mas’alat
ma’iyat al-fagr wa-adabihi (#43-65), in which he focuses entirely on the Sufi ideal
of poverty (fagr), citing only a few qur’anic verses and Hadith statements. In
describing the nature and authenticity of poverty, Sulami emphasizes its spiritual
value and defines characteristics that distinguish a Sufi who lives his poverty
authentically as a true faqir.

SulamT’s third inquiry, entitled Mas’alat al-haya’ (#66-92), takes up the issue
of Sufi modesty and moderation. It is firmly based on and copiously supported by
Hadith statements that show the Prophet as the prototype of this spiritual
attitude (#66-74). Furthermore, it distinguishes various degrees of those who
comport themselves with modesty and moderation, identifying the spiritual
attitudes that are appropriate for those who are sinners (mudhnibiin) and
disciples (muridiin) in contrast to those who are accomplished Sufi masters (#75-
86). Concluding his reflections (#87-91), Sulami draws attention to the various
ways in which human beings tend to violate the ideal of modesty and moderation
by objectionable attitudes — again ending with a prayer (#92).
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The fourth inquiry on spiritual insight and clairvoyance, entitled Mas’alat al-
firdsa, is a lengthy record of Sufi statements on the topic (#93-148), in which
Sulami tries to distinguish firdsa, genuine spiritual insights, from vain thought
(zann) and pure imagination (tawahhum). In the first part of the inquiry one finds
quite a number of Hadith statements that are frequently supported by chains of
narrators (isnad) with which Sulami intends to buttress their authenticity (#93-
111). In the second part (#112-148), Sulami illustrates his exposition of spiritual
insights by a great variety of Sufi sayings, some of them quoted anonymously.
These Sufi statements are taken to show how keenly aware the Sufis were of their
authentic spiritual insights and how careful they were to differentiate them from
imaginations and insinuations.

Censuring the arrogance of the scholars of religion in the fifth inquiry,
entitled Dhamm takabbur al-‘ulama’ (#149-198), Sulami criticizes scholarly pride
and pretension in the achievement of knowledge and reminds his readership of
the virtue of humility. After three paragraphs of introduction (#149-151), he
develops his thoughts in three stages. First, he refers to the example of the
prophets of old as prototypes of humility (tawdadu ), quoting Adam (#152), Noah
(#153), Abraham (#154), Joseph (#155), David (#156), Solomon (#157),
Moses (#158), Yanus (#159), John the Baptist (#160) and Jesus (#161). For
each of these prophets he bases his argument on qur’anic verses. Drawing
predominantly on Hadith statements to buttress his exposition, he then points out
the high degree of humility the prophet Muhammad demonstrated in all his
attitudes and achievements (#162-175). Finally, Sulami cites the pious of the
early Islamic centuries as models of humility (#176-197), listing a great variety of
their sayings on the subject. Among this pious elite of old there are caliphs, such
as ‘Umar b. al-Khattab (d. 23/644, #192) and ‘Al b. Abi Talib (d. 40/661, #185,
193-4), revered men of early Muslim piety, such as Hasan al-Basr1 (d. 110/728,
#180), Sufyan al-Thawr (d. 161/777-8, #183) and Dawuad al-Ta’1 (d. 165/781-2,
#184), and many well-known Sufis of the 2"Y/8" and 3"4/9' centuries (#176, 177,
178, 179, 181, 182, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 195, 196, 197).

Sulami’s sixth inquiry bears the title of Fusil fi nasthat al-umara’ wa lI-wuzara’
(#198-218) and focuses on the admonition of caliphs and viziers with regard to
their conduct in the administration of the affairs of state. In his good counsel to
the rulers, Sulami insists particularly on the virtue of justice (‘adl) and cites a wide
range of anecdotes about caliphs and their viziers that highlight this virtue. This
rather modest inquiry by Sulami can be seen as a forerunner of the many
substantive works on good counsel for rulers that Sufi literature offers in the
centuries after Sulami under the heading of Nasthat al-mulitk («Counsel for
Kings»), a well-developed genre in Arabic literature.

The seventh inquiry of Sulami offers a catalogue of those Sufis who had to
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suffer trials and persecutions because of their Sufi doctrines and practices. This is
clearly indicated by the title, Dhikr mihan al-mashayikh al-siifiya (#219-242). Half
of the source material cited in this small tract is taken directly from the chapter
on Sufi trials in Sarrdj’s K al-Luma‘ (#219-227 and 241-2). Sulami, however,
dropped some of the details mentioned in the anecdotes recorded by Sarraj. As it
stands, the other half of the source material is selected from an unknown source
(#228-240). Although some of the anecdotes chosen from this unknown source
have certain parallels in Sufi literature, they do not figure as a whole in any
known primary source. It is most likely that Sulami took this material from a
particular source rather than picking it from different Sufi sources. Quite
contrary to his ordinary custom of quoting supportive chains of transmitters
(isnad) for his reports, Sulami does not offer a single isnad for his entire
catalogue of Sufi trials. It is possible that Dhikr mihan al-mashayikh al-stifiya
represents a kind of first draft and collection of information for a work on Sufi
trials that Sulami was planning but possibly never came to complete. Only a
detailed analysis of this small tract as well as a possible discovery of relevant
manuscript material could throw sufficient light on the origin of what is cited
from an unknown source.

3) The Interpretations (Ta’wilat) of Sulami

The eighth tract included in the present collection of Sulami’s writings can be
characterized as Ta 'wilat sifiya («Sufi interpretations») and consists of a series of
six little tracts (#243-291). These include succinct interpretive reflections on two
qur’anic verses, 16:97 (#243-248) and 8:42 (#249-259), that can be considered as
small addenda to Sulami’s Qur’an commentaries. Then follow two short
interpretations of Hadith statements of the Prophet, one of them relating to
the spiritual meaning of fasting (sawm, #260-267) and the other representing the
Prophet’s admonition of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (d. 40/661) to respect the eminence and
stature of Aba Bakr (d. 13/634) and ‘Umar b. al-Khattab (d. 23/644) (#268-273).
Finally, there are two small inquiries, Mas’alat al-habib wa [-khalil (#274-284), in
which Sulami offers a series of interpretations for the difference in prophetical
rank that were divinely granted to Abraham and Muhammad, and Mas alat
dhawq ta‘m al-hayat al-asliya (#285-291), in which Sulami reflects on the food of
paradise.

4) The Traditions (4hadith) collected by Isma‘il b. Nujayd

In his Tabagqat al-siifiya, Sulami depicts Isma‘dll b. Nujayd as a reliable
transmitter of Hadith, who carefully supported his transmissions with chains of
narrators (asnada l-hadith). Quoting a typical chain of narrators on whom Isma‘il
b. Nujayd based his transmissions, Sulami traces it back to the Prophet from
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Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s direct informant, Muhammad b. Ayyib al-Razi (d. 294/904)%
through the following chain: Isma‘il b. Nujayd — Muhammad b. Ayyab al-Razi —
‘Alib. Ja‘far b. Ziyad (d. 230/844-5)*" - Muhammad b. Fudayl (d. 194/810 or 195/
811)*" — Hisham b. ‘Urwa (d. 146/763)** — the latter’s father (‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr
al-Asadi, d. ca. 94/713)* - ‘A’isha (d. 58/678) — the Prophet.** In his Tarikh al-
Islam, Dhahabi stresses that Isma‘dll b. Nujayd was «the shaykh of his age in
Sufism and ethical conduct» (shaykh ‘asrihi fi l-siifiya wa I-mu‘amala) as well as
the principal Hadith authority of his town (musnad misrihi)*>. In his Siyar a‘lam
al-nubala’, Dhahabi has a slightly different wording for the same description of
Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s scholarly authority in Nishapur, when he calls him, «the great
representative of the Sufi group» (kabir al-ta’ifa) and «the principal Hadith
authority of Khurasan» (musnid Khurasan).*®

The manuscript of Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Juz’ min ahadith forms the tenth part of
the collective manuscript, MS Sehid Ali 546/10 (ff. 137a-144a), that dates from the
9th/15th century and forms the basis of the present edition of the text. The two
other known manuscripts of the text, MS Kopriilii 1584 (ff 95a-102b) and MS
Cairo, Dar, hadith 1558 (ff. 117b-123a), both probably copied in the 8th/14th
century, were unfortunately not available for the present edition.*” MS Sehid Ali
546/10, copied by Yusuf b. Hasan b. Marwan al-Tata’l al-Maliki (born in 846/
1442-3), its owner and scribe, is written in clear naskhi, with seventeen lines to a
page. The actual text of the manuscript appears on ff. 137b-143a and includes
some corrections in the margins by the same hand, indicating that it was carefully
collated. On f. 137a, which serves as the title page of the manuscript, one finds a
summary record of a slightly faulty chain of transmitters leading from Isma‘il b.
Nujayd to Yasuf b. Hasan b. Marwan al-Tata’ al-Maliki.*®

Tucked underneath this chain of transmitters, a later hand jotted down a
biographical note on Isma‘il b. Nujayd that is copied from Sulami’s Tabagat al-

29) Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. Ayyab b. Yahya b. Durays al-Bajali al-Razi (see Dhahabi,
Siyar a‘lam al-nubald’, 13, 449-53).

30) ‘Ali b. Ja‘far b. Ziyad al-Ahmar al-Kuff; see, Dhahabi, Ta rikh al-Islam (yrs. 221-230), 282-3.

31) Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad b. Fudayl b. Ghazwan al-Dabbi; see, Dhahabi, Siyar a lam
al-nubala’, 9, 173-5)

32) Abu I-Mundhir Hisham b. ‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam al-Qurashi al-Asadi (see, Dha-
habi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 6, 34-47; GAS, 1, 88-9).

33) Abu ‘Abdallah ‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam b. Khawaylid al-Qurashi al-Asadi (see
Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 4, 421-37; GAS, 1, 278-9).

34) Sulami, Tabagat al-sifiya (ed. Pedersen), 476; (ed. Shurayba), 454.

35) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 351-80), 336.

36) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146.

37) GAS, 1, 183.

38) The mistakes are the faulty identity of the author’s name as ‘Uthman b. Nujayd and other
omissions in the names of transmitters.
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stifiya but cites both dates for Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s death, 366/976-7 and 365/975. In
addition, it draws attention to the fact that Aba Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. [‘Umar b.
Muhammad b.] Masrar al Mawardi al-Naysaburi, Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s direct
transmitter, died in 448/1057 but was born in 358/969, only seven or eight years
before Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s death (f. 13721).39 In addition, on ff. 137a, 143b, and
144a-b, there are five sets of memoranda indicating the names of individuals who
studied the text.*” Because the data of the title page offer some relevant details
about the transmission of the text, they are included as a preamble to the present
edition in #292-294. The following analysis of the chain of transmitters, however,
disregards the chain found on the title page and assesses the chain of transmitters
as it is put forth in the introductory paragraph of the actual text (#295).

The chain of transmitters stated in the introduction to the body of the text (f.
137b; #295) is rather complex and needs to be analyzed step by step. The chain
records the transmission of the manuscript from Isma‘il b. Nujayd (d. 366/976-7),
the author of Juz’ min ahadith, to Yusuf b. Hasan b. Marwan al-Tata’t al-Maliki
(born in 846/1442-3), the owner and scribe of the manuscript, over a period of
five centuries. This chain is sound and relies in every link on the transmission of a
text that was directly read out to the recipient (samd‘) and, on occasion,
confirmed by the authorization (ijjdza) to transmit the text. It runs as follows:

Yasuf b. Hasan b. Marwan al-Tata’t al-Maliki (born in 846/1442-3)*' took
down the text in writing on Tuesday, 5th Dhu’l-Hijja, at the end of the year 863/
1459, as dictated to him by Umm Hani’ Maryam bt. Nar al-Din ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Hawarini (d. 871/1466-7), in her house in Cairo. She, a distinguished
Hadith authority (al-musnida l-asila), transmitted the text from

‘Afif al-Din Aba Muhammad ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b.
Sulayman b. Misa al-Nashawari (d. 790/1388),** who transmitted the text from

39) These jottings by a second hand make an oblique reference that the chain of transmitters on
whom Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Juz’ min ahadith is based was also used by Abu Sahl Muhammad b. Su-
layman al-Su‘laki (296/909 —369/980).

40) These memoranda document that the text of Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Juz’ min ahadith was studied
extensively in the circles of Hadith scholars and Sufis in the house of Umm Hani’ Maryam bt. Nur al-
Din ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hawarini (d. 871/1466-7) in Cairo. They also note that Umm Hani’
received the text by direct dictation in 785/1383 from Abia Muhammad ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Nashawarl (d. 790/1388). Furthermore, they record that the text of Isma‘l b. Nu-
jayd’s Juz’ min ahadith was studied many times over the centuries, e.g. in 694/1295 and in 733/
1333 in al-madrasa al-zahiriya of Cairo.

41) His birth date of the year 846/1442-3 is confirmed by Muhammad b. Muhammad Makhlaf,
Shajarat al-niir al-zakiya, 1350/1931, p. 273 (nr. 1011). Makhluaf states that Jamal al-Din Abu I-Hasan
Yasuf b. al-Hasan b. Marwan al-Tata’i, known as al-Haruni, performed the pilgrimage (hajj) in the
year 903/1498 (ibid. p. 273), but notes that he ignores the date of his death.

42) Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani Ahmad b. ‘Ali, Inba’ al-ghamr bi-abna’ al-‘umr, 9 vols, Hyderabad
1387/1967 — 1395/1975, repr. 1406/1976, 2, 300-1; idem, al-Durar al-kamina, 2, 300-2.
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Radi al-Din Abt Ahmad (or Abt Ishaq) Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b.
Abi Bakr al-Tabari al-Makki al-Shafi‘T (d. 722/1322), known as shaykh al-haram
and imam al-maqgam, the legal scholar qualified to claim as his pulpit Abraham’s
station in the precinct of the Ka‘ba at Mecca,*® who transmitted the text from
Sharaf al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad al-Mursi (d. 655/1257),44
who transmitted the text from four different authorities,

(1) Radi al-Din Abu 1-Hasan al-Mu’ayyad b. Muhammad al-Tts1 (d. 617/1220),
the principal authority on Hadith (al-imam al-musnid),*”

(2) Aba Rawh ‘Abd al-Mu‘izz b. Muhammad b. Abi I-Fadl al-Harawi (d. 618/
1221),%

(3) Jamal al-Din Abu I-Qasim ‘Abd al-Samad b. Muhammad b. Abi I-Fadl b. ‘Ali
b. ‘Abd al-Wahid, Ibn al-Harastani (d. 614/1217),"

(4) Umm al-Mu’ayyad Zaynab bt. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hasan al-As‘ardi (d.
615/1218).%

(1) Al-Mu’ayyad b. Muhammad al-Ttsi heard the text read out to him directly
(sama‘an) while (3) Ibn Harastani acquired the authorization to transmit it
(ijazatan). They both received the text from the leading legal authority of Mecca
(fagih al-haram), Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. al-Fadl b. Ahmad al-Sa’idi al-
Furawi (d. 530/1135-6),*" whereas (2) Aba Rawh ‘Abd al-Mu‘izz al-Harawi
transmitted it from Abu I-Qasim Tamim b. Abi Sa‘id b. Abi I-‘Abbas al-Jurjani (d.
531/1136-7),”° while (4) Zaynab bt. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hasan al-As‘ardi
transmitted it from Abi Muhammad Isma‘il b. Abi 1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Abi Bakr Salih al-Qari’ (d. 531/1136-7).>"

43) Dhahabi, Dhayl Ta’rikh al-Islam (ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri), Beirut 1424/2004, 198-
9 (nr. 623).

44) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 23, 312-8.

45) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 22, 104-7; Dhahabi mentions explicitly that the Juz’ Ibn
Nujayd belonged to the books that al-Mu’ayyad b. Muhammad al-Ttasi (born in 521/1127) «heard»,
i.e. took down in writing (sami‘a... Juz’ Ibn Nujayd), ibid. 22, 105.

46) Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 611-20), 407-9.

47) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 611-20), pp. 203-7; Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubald’, 22, 80-4.

48) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 611-20), 239-40, Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 22, 85-6.

49) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 19, 615-19; Dhahabi states explicitly that al-Furawi (born in
ca. 441/1049) «heard», i.e. took down in writing, the Juz’ of Ibn Nujayd on the authority of Aba Hafs
‘Umar b. Ahmad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Masrar al-Mawardi al-Naysaburi (d. 448/1056), its
direct transmitter (sami‘a Juz’ Ibn Nujayd min ‘Umar b. Masrir al-zahid), ibid. 16, 616.

50) Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs. 521-40), 236-8; Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 20, 20-3.
Dhahabi states that he ignores the death date of Tamim b. Abi Sa‘id (Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 20,
22) yet claims a few pages earlier (ibid. 20, 7) that he died in 531/1136-7. In addition, Dhahabi
mentions that Tamim b. Abi Sa‘id transmitted the prophetical tradition on parental respect (al-birr),
related by Bahz b. Hakim, from the Juz’ Ibn Nujayd (fa-dhakara hadith Bahz b. Hakim fi I-birr min
Juz’ Ibn Nujayd, see Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 521-40), 237.

51) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 521-40), 367-73; Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 20, 19-20.
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Abt Muhammad Isma‘il b. Abi I-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr Salih al-
Qarv?’, together with Abu 1-Qasim Tamim b. Abi Sa‘id b. Abi I-‘Abbas al-Jurjani
and Abi ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. al-Fadl b. Ahmad al-Sa‘idi al-Furawi, all three,
transmitted the text from Abt Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b.
Masrir al-Mawardi al-Naysabari (d. 448/1056),> who transmitted it directly from
Abu ‘Amr Isma‘l b. Nujayd b. Ahmad b. Yuasuf al-Sulami (d. 366/976-7).

The Juz’ Ibn Nujayd, compiled by Isma‘il b. Nujayd, in the transmission of
Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Masriir al-Mawardi al-
Naysabiiri, includes 57 prophetical traditions (#295-352). Each tradition has a
separate chain of transmitters, linking Isma‘il b. Nujayd to one of Muhammad’s
companions (sahdaba) who relates a particular tradition. In content (matn), the
traditions refer to sayings (gawl), doings (fi‘/) or unspoken approval (fagrir) of the
Prophet and cover a medley of topics without any logical or historical order.
Their mark of distinction, however, lies in the lowest possible number of links in a
particular chain of transmitters (isnad) that bridges the gulf separating the
collector Isma‘il b. Nujayd from the respective companion of the Prophet relating
the tradition. This low number of links is a sign of the high scholarly value of the
collection and increases its prestige as a whole. In the science of Muslim Hadith
scholarship, high value is assigned to a chain of transmitters (isnad) that relies on
the fewest possible links between the actual transmitter and the original narrator
of the respective text (matn). Following the terminology of Hadith literature, the
treatise is called a «Juz’», a copybook, booklet or pamphlet that includes a small,
personal collection of traditions, smaller than a full-size collection of traditions
(ahadith) in book form (kitab). The present text is Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s personal
collection, Juz’ Ibn Nujayd, that Dhahabi judges as belonging to «the highest» and
most distinguished brief Hadith collections that he has come across (wa-lahu juz’
min a‘la ma sami‘nahu).>

In structure, Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Juz’ min ahadith may appear to be similar to a
«Book of Forty Traditions» (Kitab al-arba‘in), but does not exactly fit into this
well-defined literary genre.’* Rather, it belongs to the genre of Juz’ (pl. ajza’)
collections that are widely employed by Muslim authors who collected Hadith
literature in personal collections since early times.” These collections offer a

52) Dhahabi, Ta’rikh al-Islam (yrs 441-60), 185-6. Dhahabi states explicitly that Aba Hafs ‘Umar
b. Ahmad b. ‘Umar b. Muhammad b. Masrir al-Naysabiiri lived for 90 years, which would determine
his birth date as the year 358/969, the same date that is jotted down on the title page of the manu-
script.

53) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146

54) L. Pouzet, Le commentaire des Arba‘tin al-Nawawiya, Beirut 1986, 42-9.

55) See 1. Goldziher, Mohammedanische Studien 11, Halle 1888, repr. Hildesheim — New York
1971, 8-11; GAS 1, 84 (with reference to A. Sprenger, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 25
(1856), 317-29).
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string of ahadith, each including its respective isnad followed by the matn, one
after the other without logical, chronological or topical order. The example of the
first tradition quoted by Isma‘ll b. Nujayd (#295) may illustrate the structure of
his treatise as a whole. In addition, it states the date when the author began his
compilation:

Abl ‘Amr Isma‘l b. Nujayd b. Ahmad b. Yasuf al-Sulami (d. 366/976-7)
began the composition of his Juz’ min ahadith in the month of Rajab of the year
334/945-6, transmitting it from Aba Muslim Ibrahim b. ‘Abdallah al-Kajji (d. 292/
904) — Abi ‘Asim al-Dahhak b. Makhlad al-Nabil (d. 211-3/826-9) — Abd ‘Amr
‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Amr al-Awza‘1 (d. 157/774) — Qurra b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Hawa’il al-Ma‘afir al-Basri (d. 147/764) — Ibn Shihab (i.e., AbG Bakr Muhammad
b. Muslim b. ‘Ubaydallah b. ‘Abdallah b. Shihab al-Zuhri, d. 124/742) — Abu
Salama (i.e., Abt Salama b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf b. ‘Abd ‘Awf al-Zuhri al-
Madani, d. 94/712-3) — Abta Hurayra (i.e., Aba Hurayra ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sakhr
al-Dawsi al-Yamani, d. 58/677-8 or 59/678-9), who heard the Prophet say:
«Dearest to me among my servants is the one who is the fastest to break the fast»
(#295).

An important reference for the authenticity of Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s collection
of Hadith can be found in Dhahabi’s Ta’rikh al-Islam.>® There Dhahabi states
that a certain Abu 1-Qasim Tamim b. Abi Sa‘ld b. Abi I-‘Abbas al-Jurjani (d. 531/
1136-7) narrated a tradition of Bahz b. Hakim (d. 150/767) on parental respect
(al-birr; #301 and cited it directly from «the Juz’ of Ibn Nujayd» at Herat in the
year 530/1136.%” This particular tradition, related on Bahz b. Hakim’s authority, is
quoted in #301 of the present collection. The reference is all the more important,
because the manuscript of Juz’ min ahadith, includes a startling mistake in the
name of its author, spelling it incorrectly as Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman (!) b. Nujayd b.
Ahmad b. Yasuf al-Sulami on the title page.’® In addition, five passages in
Dhahabi’s Siyar a‘lam al-nubald’ confirm the authenticity of the treatise by
making a direct reference to it and noting it as a prestigious collection.”” Finally,

56) Dhahabi, Ta'rikh al-Islam (yrs. 521-40), 237.

57) There is some uncertainty about the exact death date of Abu I-Qasim Tamim b. Abi Sa‘id b.
Abi 1-‘Abbas al-Jurjani. Sam‘ani states (al-Tahbir fi I-mufam al-kabir [ed. Khalil Mansir], 2 vols,
Beirut 1418/1997, 38) that he had received a teaching certificate (ijaza) from Tamim al-Jurjani in
528/1133-4, but when he then visited Herat, Tamim al-Jur jani had already died. Furthermore, Dha-
habi states that, as a youth, Aba Rawh ‘Abd al-Mu‘izz al-Harawi (d. 618/1221) attended Tamim al-
JurjanT’s teaching session in the year 529/1134-5, see Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam (yrs. 521-40), 237. In
his Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, Dhahabi states his ignorance about the date of Tamim al-Jurjani’s death
(20, 22) but then, a few pages before (20, 7), lists his death date as 531/1136-7.

58) Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 16, 146.

59) See Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 10, 162, referring to Abu Zakariya Yahya b. Hashim al-
Ghassani al-Kuafl al-Simsar (d. 225/840) who transmitted from Hisham b. ‘Urwa (d. 146/763); 10, 378,
referring to ‘Abdallah b. Raja’; 12, 384, referring to Abu l-Hasan Ahmad b. Yasuf b. Khalid=
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Dhahabi lists some of the crucial transmitters of Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Juz’ min
ahadith who are cited in the introductory isnad of the treatise as a whole.®® These
references confirm beyond doubt that the text of Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s Juz’ min
ahadith is authentic and its transmission sound.

5) Technical Observations about the Arabic Text Edition

In editing the Arabic texts of Masa’il wa-ta'wilat sifiya (Sufi Inquiries and
Interpretations) of Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami and Juz’ min ahadith (A
Treatise of Traditions) by Isma‘il b. Nujayd al-Naysaburi, the following procedures
have been observed. To make the text manageable for the reader, it has been
arranged by paragraphs, with a number assigned to each placed in parentheses at
its beginning. To facilitate easy reference in the indices, the paragraphs have been
numbered in continuous order throughout the texts. The text of Masa’il wa-
ta’wilat sifiya can be found in paragraphs #1-291 and that of Juz’ min ahadith in
paragraphs #295-353. Paragraphs #292-294 represent relevant annotations for
the text of Juz’ min ahadith as found on its title page. Wherever possible, each
individual paragraph includes one or more elements that form a textual unit. The
stra and verse numbers have been provided at the end of Qur’an citations and
the citations themselves have been fully vocalized. A colon has been placed at the
start of each Hadith statement to clearly mark the actual beginning of the
statement. Vocalization of Hadith statements, however, was considered
unnecessary.

Some ancillary signs were consistently added to the Arabic text, such as the
doubling sign over a consonant (fashdid). The tashdid was omitted, however, in
liaison for the definite article in case of "sun" letters. The sign of nunnation
(tanwin) was added regularly in the accusative and, when helpful, in the genitive
and nominative. Vowel signs were added to indicate a passive form of a verb or,
on rare occasions, to refer to the first or second person when required for textual
precision. Otherwise, vowel signs were added to the body of the text only when
they serve to avoid textual ambiguity or to indicate a preferred reading chosen
from among grammatically correct options. Vowel signs were not added to
personal names, except when required to avoid a possible confusion in the

=b. Salim al-Sulami al-Naysabari (d. 263/876-7 or 264/877-8), Isma‘il b. Nujayd’s grandfather; 13,
575, referring to Aba Muhammad Ja‘far b. Muhammad b. Sawwar al-Naysabuari (d. 288/900), on
whose authority Isma‘il b, Nujayd transmitted directly; 14, 118, referring to Abua Bakr Muhammad
b. Isma‘il b. Mihran al-Naysabiri, al-ma‘raf bi I-Isma‘ili (d. 295/908).

60) See Dhahabi, Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’, 19, 616 (Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad b. al-Fadl b. Ah-
mad al-Sa‘idi al-Furawi); 20, 14 (Aba Muhammad Hibat Allah b. Sahl b. ‘Umar al-Bistami, al-ma‘raf
bi 1-Sayyidi, d. 533/1138); 20, 20 (Aba Muhammad Isma‘il b. Abi 1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi
Bakr Salih al-Qari’); 22, 105 (Radi al-Din Abu I-Hasan al-Mu’ayyad b. Muhammad al-Tusi).
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pronunciation of a particular name. Marks of punctuation, such as commas and
periods, have been added to the Arabic text when the sense of specific sentences
required it. A colon was added after names of authorities, separating authors
from their statements. A colon has also been added after anonymous authorities
introduced in the text by gala ba‘duhum or gil. The chains of narrators or
transmitters (isndd) were recorded in the text as they appear in the manuscript.
The scribe’s customary shorthand for Hadith notations at times neglects and at
other times includes such phrases as qal, yagqil sami‘tu, haddathana and
akhbarana. In such cases the full wording was employed and, inasmuch as
possible, the actual wording of the isnad in the text was respected.

The indices refer to paragraph numbers throughout. To facilitate the separate
perusal of the texts and the identification of the many authorities they include, we
established separate indices of names (filrist al-a‘lam) for Masa’il wa-ta’wilat
stifiya and Juz’ min ahadith respectively. In the indices, each name is listed in the
short form in which it occurs in the text, followed after an equal sign by a full
name and, in parentheses, a date of death inasmuch as it could be established by
research in the Arabic biographical sources. Indices of qur’anic verses (filrist al-
ayat) and place names (fikrist al-amakin) were necessary only for Masa’il wa-
ta’wilat siifiya.
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